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TALATON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Please find below the list of names and telephone numbers of your current Parish 
Councillors for Talaton. Should you have matters to raise please feel free to contact 
one of them. You are also reminded that the first part of any Parish Council Meet-
ing is an open forum for all residents to air their views. 
 

Denise Main (Parish Clerk)   01884 277356 / 07714442289 
Patricia Lenehan (Chairman)   patricialenehan.talatonpc@outlook.com 
Gerri Hawkins (Vice Chairman)  01404 822267 
Andrew Peters     07855 452695 
Karen Walker     karenwalker.talatonpc@gmail.com 
Mike Gray     07944 893313 
Richard Bos     01404 822556 
Sarah Wood      sarahwood.talatonpc@outlook.com 
 

Philip Skinner (East Devon District Councillor) 01404 822855/07971 289677 
Email: pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 

Devon County Councillor - for Whimple & Blackdown 
Iain Chubb      01297 35468/07932 459595  
Email: iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 
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Information 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 

• Andrea Down Farm co-ordinator    Tel 01404 823042 
 

• Jan/Andy May West end & Central   Tel 01404 822526 
   Talaton Inn to Lower Westcott Farm  
   (TalatonNHW@gmail.com)   

 

• Steve Spratt Woodmans     Tel 01404 822461 
    Woodmans Orchard and Orchard Hill  
 
 

• Chris Harwood  The Moor    Tel 07709 080439 
     Talaton House to Laurel Cottage  
 

• Becky & Phil Everett Newtown;     Tel 01404 823292 
     Moorhayes Court to Railway Cottages 
 

• Sarah/Laurence Wood  Lashbrook Rd  Tel 07756 957452 
      Rydon Farm to Ivy Cottages   
 

• Philip Higginson Talewater    Tel 01404 850758 
     Talewater Hill Farm to River Tale  
 

• Carol & Mike Needham Escot   Email: tnhw.escot@yahoo.com 
      Beacon Cottages to Fairmile 
 

• Douglas May   Larkbeare   Tel 01404 823051 
      Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Grange 

mailto:sarahwood.talatonpc@outlook.com%3cmailto:sarahwood.talatonpc@outlook.com
mailto:pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:TalatonNHW@gmail.com


Sad news about our Veggie man Graham who 
passed away in January. The shop has a tribute to him 
herein plus another sad departure of Jean Hoffman 
who left us in February.  Jeans husband Peter was a 
great stalwart of the Pantomime and he played so 
many colourful characters over the many years.  He is 
in the Panto pictures in the Hall, see if you can spot 
him. 
 
Three storms have just swept over us, and I hope we 
have all survived without too many aerial projectiles, 
such as trampolines and fence panels.  
 
Looking forward to the lighter evenings and the ap-
proach of Spring preceded by the Six Nations! 
 
We are looking at a Big Breakfast event on 19th  
March in the Hall details are here, so get your book-
ing in early. So lets all of us get back to a liveable nor-
mal this year and get this pandemic behind 
us, safely. 
 

Editor - Simon Spencer 

Next Deadline is 10
th

 March 2022 

May issue is 10
th

 April 2022 
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Editorial 
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St James the Great 

Services at St James the Great 
 

6th  March    Morning Worship    10.00am Followed by refreshments  
 

20th March  Holy Communion    10.00am Followed by refreshments 
 

27th March  Morning Prayer (BCP) Mothering Sunday Service 10.00am 
        Followed by refreshments 
 
 

Midweek Coffee    
Wednesday 16th       10.30 until noon 
In the North Aisle Room.    

All welcome.     
 
 

APCM   Monday  March  7th  
 This will take place in the North Aisle room.   Refreshments at 6pm for a 
prompt start to the meeting at 6.15pm 
 

Lent Lunches          March 9th   and   March 23rd  
It is with great regret that lunches are not being hosted in homes around 
the village this year. We don’t want to generate Covid hotspots at these 
well loved get togethers.  There will be other years when we will feel 
comfortable opening our homes to these crowded affairs. 
 
All are welcome to join us in the church on  
 
  when lunches of delicious home made soup and bread 
rolls will be served between  12.00 and 2pm                  
Donations in aid of church funds. 
 
 
 

March 26th  Churchyard tidy up 10am until noon  
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Talaton Toddlers 
Parents and Babies Get Together 

Either within the Church in the North Aisle Room 
or if weather permits OUTSIDE on the Church Green 
bring your own chair and drink but wherever we are  

cake is provided 
Fridays 4th and 18th March 2022 

10.30am – 12noon 
Join us in friendship 

RSVP 01404 822482 email: peppiashaw@gmail.com 

The working party meets once a year to prepare the churchyard and get it to 
look its best for the coming year.  Jobs include cutting grass, edging, cutting 
back, tidying hedges, washing down gates ….. 
We had a brilliant turnout last year.  Please help to make it as good on 26th.   

 
Bring your own tools if you can (we do have some) and a good pair of gloves. 
If pouring with rain, we will postpone to 2nd April, so please put both dates in 
the diary. 
Delicious refreshments provided.       
 
Contact Rick Spencer 07778157788 
 

All ages, shapes and sizes welcome. 

http://slcbookboy.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/penguins.gif
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Talaton Parish Council Report 

The following are major items from the minutes but a full copy 
of the minutes may be viewed on both Parish Noticeboards and 
on the Parish Web site www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Meeting 2nd February 2022 
 

Public Fifteen-minute open Forum- members of the public were present to put for-
ward their objections to the amended plans for the planning application at Escot Park. 
The applicant outlined the positive contribution DCP makes to the local economy 
and explained the steps they had taken to reduce noise levels. 
Residents reiterated their objection to the intrusive noise levels they were exposed to 
for long periods every day. They also expressed their concerns about the positioning 
of the test equipment used in the noise survey. It was located close to Talaton Farm 
Barns which doesn’t consider the residential areas of Lashbrook or Bittery Cross, 
who seem to be more affected by the noise since the clay pigeon shoot was moved 
away from the vicinity of Talaton Farm Barns. 
 

To consider Planning Application 22/0033/FUL-Weeks Farm, Talaton – Pro-
posed veranda to front elevation of property- after a site visit and discussion a vote 
was taken to support the application proposed by Cllr Lenehan; seconded by Cllr 
Gray, all in favour. The following comment to be submitted to EDDC - The PC fully 
support this application. The added amenity will enhance the building and the new 
drainage will protect the property. 
 

To consider Planning Application 21/3144/FUL – The Medlar Tree, Talaton- 
Proposed rear two-storey extension with reconstructed balcony and balustrade-. after 
a site visit and discussion, a vote was taken to support the application proposed by 
Cllr Hawkins; seconded by Cllr Bos, all in favour. The following comment to be sub-
mitted to EDDC - The PC fully support this application. This extension will be a vast 
improvement to the property making an unfunctional space into a multi-functional 
space. 
 

To consider Planning Application 21/2045/FUL – Land North of the Shrubbery 
Escot Park – Amended plans for consultation – After a discussion and listening to 
the comments from residents and the Applicant a vote was taken to stand by the orig-
inal comments submitted to EDDC. It was also proposed that tree screening would 
improve the site and help with noise levels and also that the proposed use of quieter 
cartridges be stipulated if permission was granted .Proposed by Cllr Lenehan; se-
conded by Cllr Gray. The Chairman to word a response for EDDC. 
 

To discuss Queen’s Green Canopy and Jubilee celebrations- a committee has 
now been formed and plans are taking shape. Cllr Andrews to seek permission for a 
beacon to be sited at Rydon Farm. The PC discussed the use of the monies from the 
Green Fund to be used for the Jubilee celebrations. A vote was taken to agree the use 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/
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of the money with any funds remaining being returned to the Reserve Account. Pro-
posed for approval by Cllr Hawkins; seconded by Cllr Bos, all in favour. The Clerk 
to open a separate account for the money.  
 

Parish Maintenance- The new Highways Officer met with Cllr Peters to look at the 
road between Rydon Farm and Blue Anchor.  He has recommended that the whole 
drainage system be looked with a view to repairing that section of road. 
Items to be reported 

• Rydon Farm through to Blue Anchor – potholes 

• Pothole – down from Rydon Cottages towards Rydon Farm 

• Pothole - from Beacon Cross to Larkbeare approx. 200/300meteres from Beacon 
Cross 

• Pothole – near Bittery Cross going towards Rydon 

• Potholes– Talaton Farm bend towards Escot   

• The trees that were planted in the gap in the hedging down from Beacon Cottages 
have died, Clerk to contact Highways. 

 
Matters of urgency- Following the appearance of a sign to the Church appearing on 
the bench at the top of Church Lane it was suggested that a proper sign could be 
placed on a pane in the BT box. Proposed by Cllr Hawkins; seconded by Cllr Wood, 
all in favour.  A portacabin has appeared in the field between the railway bridge and 
Ivy cottages. The Clerk to contact the owner and ascertain the purpose of the cabin. 
 
Date of next meeting- Wednesday 2nd March 2022 
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Talaton Community Shop 
 

Talaton has lost two well-loved members of the community, 
both of whom had a strong connection with the Shop and 
will be greatly missed. 
 

Graham Bidgood passed away on 22nd January. Gra-

ham was an Area Manager for the Normans group of wholesalers 
(cash & carry) for many years. With strict sales targets to meet, 
this is where Graham honed his skills. He went on to run his own 
shop in Ottery before starting a mobile business driving his van 
and trailer around the local villages selling groceries, fruit and 
vegetables. As a consequence, he became a very well-known fig-
ure. When ill health forced him to give this up, he took up part-
time work for the frozen food specialists, Taylors in Ottery, deliv-
ering their fresh produce.  
 When they closed this side of their business, Talaton Com-
munity Shop were at a complete loss because Taylors had been our 
supplier for several years, but Graham stepped into the breach im-
mediately and became our new supplier of fruit & veg. He soon 
joined our team of volunteers and later became a member of the 
committee where his knowledge of retail and his passion for sales 
made him an invaluable member of the team.  
 

Jean Hofmann passed away on 2nd February. She moved 

to Talaton in 1990 with her husband, Peter, and quickly joined in 
village life, playing the organ at St James the Great for many years 
and directing the creation of all the tapestry kneelers which are 
still in use today. Many ladies enjoyed the monthly Supper Club 
she organised in the Talaton Inn. 
Jean was a founder member of the committee that worked to re-
open the Village Shop in 1994, working hard to build up the foun-
dations of the Community Shop we now have 28 years later. In 
2012, when Jean could no longer work in the shop, she never 
ceased to be a staunch supporter and regular customer. 
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Advertisements 
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Commemorative Lilies 

will once again be in  

Talaton Church this Easter 

If you would like to buy one in memory  

of a friend or relation  

please put their name on the list in  

Talaton Community Shop 
  

by Tuesday 12th April 

The cost will be £4  
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Tel: 01404 823550  Mobile: 07880 797613  www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk 
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ITEMS FOR SALE 

Interior primed wood finish flush door. 
Unused and still wrapped. 762 x 1981 x 35 mm.   £20. 
 
Contact Chris Harwood 07709080439 on behalf of seller. 
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FUNDRAISER FOR FORCE CANCER CHARITY. 

 

Do you believe in magic?  Why not come along to Talaton 

Parish Hall on Friday 13th May at 7pm & find out. Tricks, 

illusions & comedy with magician/entertainer Jon Martin. 

 

Tickets £12 (including cheese & biscuits & nibbles) availa-

ble from Talaton Community Shop or phoning Lyndsey 

07964836429/ 01404 850831. 

 

**************** 

 

CARE BAGS FOR LOCAL CANCER PATIENTS 

 

We continue to deliver care bags to the Cherrybrook ward 

at the RD&E. Sadly they are seeing around 50 new pa-

tients a month. We've been told our bags lift their spirits & 

we will continue to drop off as many as we can. 

 

We can only do this with the kindness & generosity of the 

community. If you would like to support us we are looking 

for donations of the following: A5 hardback notebooks, 

pens, crossword / puzzle books, antibacterial hand gel, 

pocket size tissues, drinks bottles & paperback novels. We 

must politely say that items must be new. Any donations 

can be dropped off at Talaton Community Shop, our 

thanks to them for being a collection point. 

 

We really are grateful for all the help we have received in 

keeping this scheme going. 

 

Lyndsey & Doreen 
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The Great Devon 
Breakfast 

 

Saturday 19th March 
 

8.30am – 12.30pm 
 

Talaton Parish Hall 
  

Breakfast buffet to includes 
fresh fruit, yoghurt, toast & muffins 

 
Full English breakfast, tea, coffee & juices 

 
Adults £7.50 

Children (under 12) £3.50  

Family Ticket (2Adults & 2 Children) £18 
 

Book a table from Talaton Village Shop 

or contact Arnie 07887 500779 

CENTRE PAGE 
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Find out more about The Talaton Produce Association type the link below: 
http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx 

March has arrived at last and weather permitting, it should be the time to start 
planting many of those seeds you have bought.  Well some of them at least, broad 
beans, broccoli, cabbage, leek, peas and spinach will all germinate at fairly low 
temperatures, but don’t be too impatient, there are 31 days in March and hopeful-
ly the ground will warm up even more.  It is a good time for onion and shallot 
sets and your last chance to plant garlic if you hope to get a good harvest this 
year.  It is also time to plant first early potatoes.   
 
Trim up perennial herbs such as rosemary and sage and propagate chives and 
mint by digging them up, dividing them and replanting.  Regarding mint, it can 
be a thug so keep it’s roots constrained.  I will admit it again, that planting my 
mint in a damp place where I knew it would be happy, was one of the many fool-
ish things I have done! 
 
If you still have time on your hands you could begin to prepare beds for sowing 
and planting in April. If the weather is kind to us it will also be kind to aphids 
and caterpillars.  They will thrive on new leaves so it is well worth keeping an eye 
out for them and acting before they have multiplied. 
If you are still planning to plant bare root fruit bushes or trees it really is your last 
chance this year, while they are still dormant. 
 
Don’t forget to check your rhubarb, if you put cloches over it. Then what about 
sitting back to enjoy the first tender crop? 
 
Remember to keep encouraging the birds. Many will repay your 
kindness by reducing the insect pests in your garden through-
out the year. 
 
Look on our web site for more gardening tips from Jim Buttress. 
 
Happy gardening! 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx
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About “Talaton – A War-Time Refuge” 

 
Wow! Did all of this really happen in Talaton? A most amazing story is 
being brought back to life. These events, almost forgotten, can once 
again now be known about. You simply can’t live here in Talaton and 
not see this play – find out what happened here, in this village, be-
tween 1939 and 1946, re-live the events that occurred here all those 
years ago. 
 
The play tells the true story of six of the twenty-three Polish Jewish children 
who were evacuated from Poland, on the Kindertransport, just before the 
outbreak of World War Two and were ‘homed’ in Talaton. The play, written 
by Tom Samson, is based upon extensive research, family archives and 
first-hand interviews with some of those whose stories are retold through 
the drama. 
 
The story is obviously set against the backdrop of war-torn Europe but 
shows how, in a small Devon community, young lives could be transformed 
through understanding, care and, ultimately, love. In the words of one of the 
children homed in Talaton and recently interviewed for this production, “All 
of our lives were touched and changed forever by the kindness of poor, sim-
ple country folk who had little money for themselves but opened their 
homes to give us shelter, care, love and hope for the future.” 
 
This is the story of the Kindertransport children as it happened in Talaton. 
This story, in various ways, was to repeat itself throughout the country. It is 
a story where the ‘first-hand experience’ has almost been forgotten, leaving 
us with the dry historical details of those events. Through the words and 
writings of the survivors, the contributions of their families and the projection 
of archive photographs and documents during the performance, this ulti-
mately uplifting story is brought back to life and once again made known. It 
is also a story that speaks to us today, as once again, as a country, we 
have to confront the issues concerned with vast numbers of refugees seek-
ing sanctuary away from the horrors of their own homes. Copies of the play, 
which is historically accurate, will be available to purchase at the perfor-
mance. 
 
For this production we will be transforming the ’Christmas Barn’ at Cotley 
Farm into an open, airy, enclosed theatrical venue. We will be bringing into 
the venue comfortable seating, major stage setting, lighting and sound as 
well as a projection system. There will be a licenced bar open from 7.30pm 
and during the interval and after the play. Tickets for this production are 
being sold by row and number and the box office is online – see the poster 
for full details. The sooner you get your tickets the better choice of seats 
you will have. Tickets will be on sale from mid-March. 



TALATON PARISH HALL 
100 CLUB 

 

The draw for February 2022 was made on 2nd by Carol Hirt 

 

The winners were: 
 

1st  No 69  Martin Mitchell  £20 

2nd  No.86  Donald Stocking.  £10 
3rd  No 14  Hayden Lovering  £5 
 

There is currently ONE number available present.  Should anyone be in-

terested in joining.  Should anyone be interested in joining please phone 
Steve Spratt on 01404 822461 or e-mail stevespratt@btinternet.com 

Annual Subscription is still £12. 
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Rainfall at the Cobblers & Parish Hall 100 Club 

Rainfall at the Cobblers in Talaton during January 
 

The weather in January started quite mild, but then turned much 
colder. There were long speels of dry weather over all the UK ex-
cept in Scotland, and much of the North West.  The mean tempera-
ture was a little above those of 2019 and 2020. The rainfall was a 
third less than average (except for Scotland).  A maximum temper-
ature of 16.3C was recorded on the 1st in St. James’s Park in Lon-
don, and the lowest of -8.0C in Topcliffe in North Yorkshire on 
6th.   On the 8th in 24 hours 64.8 ms or nearly 3 inches of rain fell at 
Honister Pass in Cumbria. Snow to depths of 4 inches fell on each 
day from 5th to the 8th in Ross and Cromarty in Scotland. 
 
Here in Talaton I recorded 43ms or 1.72 inches of rain for the 
month. There were 22 days without rain, 14 of which had night 
frosts. From 10th to the 31st there were only 2 days with rain which 
only amounted to 3ms 
Our total is therefore 1.72 inches. 
 

ANNE BOLES 

mailto:stevespratt@btinternet.com
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The Granary 
 

Sleek single storey 
self-catering property 

 

Wheelchair and dog friendly 

Two en-suite bedrooms 
Private garden with pond 

 

Gold award from Visit Devon 

VisitBritain gold award 
Gold member of Green Tourism 

National Accessible Scheme 

member 
 

Charlie and Julia Hutchings 
Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
granary@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

http://www.larkbeare.net
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PLEASE FILL THIS SPACE 
Do you want to advertise in the Calendar? 

 

If so please contact the Editor 
 

Annual rates are for this Half page is 
£82 for a year 

 

By advertising you are helping The Calendar to maintain its 
quality and its service to the Community 

 

Good value considering there are 280 Monthly copies  
delivered free of charge through every letter box in the Parish. 

Tel:       01404 812233 

Email:      fairmilecattery@aol.com  

Website:  www.fairmilecattery.co.uk 

* UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP * 

• Visit & appreciate both the 
superior facilities and the 
quality service we provide 
& see why our customers 
keep returning to us! 

• Awarded 5-Star***** by 
the local licensing authority 

• Don’t forget to keep your 
cat’s vaccinations up to 
date - check now! 

mailto:fairmilecattery@aol.com


Larkbeare Grange 
 

Luxurious bed & breakfast 
 

Our ethos – to do the simple 

things well and always to 

exceed expectations 
 

VisitBritain gold award 

Taste of the West best B & B 

Rural Business Awards 

Gold member of Green Tourism 
 

Charlie, Julia and Joanna Hutchings 

Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
stay@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 
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Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 01404 47566 

Email simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Recycling Centre 

The Bowd, Sidmouth 

Summer 

(Apr  -  Sept) 

Winter 

(Oct  -  Mar) 

Monday  -  Friday 9:00  -  5:00 9:00  -  4:30 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00  -  6:00 10:00  -  4:30 

Open all year round (Except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 
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Advertisements 

Providing Personal Care services in your home 

 

Other services offered include 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing 

Shopping, Driving to appointments 

Chaperone 

 

NVQ qualification in lead adult care 

Insured all DBS checked 

Shelley 

Spry 

 
Unit 6 Lees Meadows, 

Talaton, EX5 2SG 

Email: info@talevalleycare.co.uk 

Mobile: 07873 240459 

Tale Valley Care 

mailto:info@talevalleycare.co.uk


Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Otter St Mary District Help Scheme   01404 813041 

The Coleridge Medical Centre    01404 814447 

Ottery St. Mary Hospital     01404 816000 

Hall Booking Secretary (Phil Deacon)  01404 822300 

Police (to report a crime – non urgent)  101 

Talaton Inn       01404 822214 

Talaton Community Shop & Post Office  01404 822084 

Parish Priest (Marc Kerslake)    01404 822525 

Talaton Calendar Editor (Simon Spencer)  01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Production (Arnie James)  01404   47566 

Clerk to the Parish Council (Denise Main)  01884 277356 or 

         07714 442289 
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Local Information 

Talaton Community Shop  
& Post Office Opening Times 

 
Shop Post Office 

 

 OPEN         CLOSE     OPEN  CLOSE  

Mon 9.00  -  1.00         

Tues 9.00   -   1.00            

Wed 9.00  -  4.00     2.00  4.00   

Thurs 9.00   -   1.00            

Fri 9.00  -  1.00          

Sat 9.00   -   1.00            

Sun 10.00      12.00             
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News from Talaton Community Shop 
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Talaton 
Community Shop 


