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TALATON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Please find below the list of names and telephone numbers of your current Parish 
Councillors for Talaton. Should you have matters to raise please feel free to con-
tact one of them. You are also reminded that the first part of any Parish Council 
Meeting is an open forum for all residents to air their views. 
 

Denise Main (Parish Clerk)    01884 277356 / 07714442289 
Patricia Lenehan (Chairman)   01404 822890 
Gerry Hawkins (Vice Chairman)   01404 822267 
Karen Walker      07985 144442 
Andrew Peters     07855 452695 
Mike Gray      07944 893313 
Richard Bos      01404 822556 
 
 

Philip Skinner (East Devon District Councillor) 01404 822855/07971 289677 
Email: pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 

Devon County Councillor - for Whimple & Blackdown 
Iain Chubb       01297 35468/07932 459595  
Email: iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 
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Information 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 

• Andrea Down Farm co-ordinator    Tel 01404 823042 
 

• Jan/Andy May West end & Central   Tel 01404 822526 
   Talaton Inn to Lower Westcott Farm  
   (TalatonNHW@gmail.com)   

 

• Steve Spratt Woodmans     Tel 01404 822461 
    Woodmans Orchard and Orchard Hill  
 
 

• Chris Harwood The Moor     Tel 07709 080439 
    Talaton House to Laurel Cottage  
 

• Becky & Phil Everett Newtown;     Tel 01404 823292 
     Moorhayes Court to Railway Cottages 
 

• Sarah/Laurence Wood  Lashbrook Rd  Tel 07756 957452 
      Rydon Farm to Ivy Cottages   
 

• Philip Higginson Talewater    Tel 01404 850758 
     Talewater Hill Farm to River Tale  
 

• Bob Abraham  Escot     Tel 01404 823347 
     Beacon Cottages to Fairmile 
 

• Douglas May  Larkbeare    Tel 01404 823051 
     Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Grange 

mailto:pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:TalatonNHW@gmail.com


Blazing June, where are you?!?  We keep lighting our wood burner, to 
keep warm, even on the longest day today, as this is written, ridiculous!  
Here we are nearly in July and the year is rushing past again….  
 
The Covid situation is beginning to ease with a potential delayed un-
locking in later July. Looking forward to it and the ending of all things 
COVID, as are we all I am sure! 
 
The Parish Hall is beginning to reopen and we may even have events 
there too soon, but if we do, the right level of attendance will be vital 
to balance costs so no losses are incurred.  The Committee are to meet 
soon to discuss this. 
 
ROBOTs is looking to get together again soon and that will be good to 
see everyone again, for a chinwag. 
 
The road through the village has at last been repaired, and hopefully 
will not break up again, but it is subject to a lot of heavy traffic in both 
directions there.  We also have bad potholes just beyond Rydon House 
which are still unrepaired, and a few elsewhere in the area. 
 
The white MG 5 is brilliant.  Happy to talk to anyone looking to go 
electric! 
 
 
Keep right onto the end of the Road Map, stay 
safe. 
 
Editor - Simon Spencer 

Next Deadline is 10
th

 July 
October issue is 10

th
 Sept 2021 
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Editorial 
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St James the Great 

St James the Great 
Services  
 
4th    July Morning Worship   10.30am 
 

18th June Holy Communion   10.30 am 
 

25th  June Morning Prayer (BCP)  9.30am 
 
 
Please let the churchwarden know if you intend to 
attend a particular service so that he is able to plan 
the seating. 
 
While it is such good news that we are again able 
to join in worship here it is still very understanda-
ble that some members of the congregation feel it 
is too risky, the extra good news is that Rev. Marc 
is continuing his services on Youtube - From the 
Curate’s Study, plus Wondering Wednesday, and 
for children, Kid’s Club. 
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Talaton Toddlers 

Get Together 
10.30am -12noon 

First and Third Fridays of the Month 
 

The aim of the Get Together is to offer Parents with Babies and Toddlers  
a chance to meet in friendship, no hidden agenda. 

The Get Together meets down in the Church of St James the Great, 

Talaton EX5 2RL  
when weather permits outside on the Church Green. 

Please bring your own drink but Cake is provided.   There is no charge. 
 

FRIDAYS 2ND and 16TH JULY 2021 
 

Invitations are given out each month to those families known to the Church; 

details are displayed in The Community Shop and in issues of The Link and Tala-

ton Calendar. 
The contact for Talaton Toddlers is Peppi Shaw 01404 822482. 

Email:  peppiashaw@gmail.com 

Ottery St Mary Community Market. 

26TH JUNE & 24TH JULY 9.30AM - 12.30PM 

At The Institute Yonder Street. 

Local traders selling a variety of goods including handmade crafts such as 

jewellery, greeting cards, cosmetics, textile items & a range of fresh produce.  

The WI will also be open- do come along & meet up with friends.  We look 

forward to seeing you. 

For more details Phone Penny on 01404 814632. 

http://slcbookboy.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/penguins.gif
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Parson’s Page 
 

The show must go on? 
Few people in the UK can have missed the recent gathering of world leaders down in 
Cornwall for the G7 summit, it wasn’t just a political gathering it was a full-on perfor-
mance, with carefully staged photo opportunities and shows of national pride and 
strength. From posing as a happy group on the beach, to the fly past by the red arrows, 
president Bidens armoured motorcade of a dozen vehicles to warships in the bay it was 
carefully staged. Now of course some of these details are about the security of the world 
leaders attending but most of it is also quite deliberate theatre, designed to show power 
and success. ‘We are the big boys and girls of politics come here to sort out the worlds 
problems, we have got this!’ And with the show comes the big announcements on Covid, 
on the global economy and the environment, grand plans and even more grandiose state-
ments individually delivered by countries leaders principally for a home audience to 
show those voters ‘look I am one of the big hitters and I have come here and got stuff 
done on your behalf’. 
As I have watched the show from afar I have been giving some thought to the kingdom 
of God, to be fair I give quite a lot of thought to that most of the time as you might ex-
pect, but this week I have been considering it through the lens of some of Jesus’ parables, 
specifically those involving seeds and planting (the parable of the sower, the seed grow-
ing and the mustard see, all in Mark’s gospel for example) 
I am conscious that across our enlarged mission community I have recently spent a con-
siderable amount of time recently talking about challenges and change including the 
probability that some churches will close and other might see radical changes in the num-
ber or types of services. I am conscious that, as crucial as it is I initiate this conversation, 
many folks, already anxious because of the last eighteen months of Covid will find the 
idea of changes in their church or worse the possibility of closure deeply upsetting. It 
might surprise you to know I find many of these conversations equally difficult and am 
challenged by the idea of being the priest ‘in charge of closing churches’.  
What has this got to do with the G7? 
Well, Jesus uses parable a lot as a teaching tool, these simple stories use the familiar and 
relatable to force the listener to think.  It strikes me that Jesus is big on that, on us think-
ing things through and the position many of our churches find themselves in requires a 
lot of thinking through which is why I want us to talk about them. 
The parables which involve seeds, planting, and growth hint at some powerful truths for 
both individual Christians and for our churches. 
The pressure to look like we are successful and achieving by worldly standards can make 
us tempted to be a bit like the G7. Church can often feel like a bit of a competition, is 
your church congregation bigger than mine? Is our church doing as well as the one down 
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the road? The diocese may often assure us the success of a church is not measured by 
‘bums on seats’ but it is the owners of those ‘bums’ or more importantly their money and 
their time which keeps the church open and pays our common fund (the money we have 
to pay to the diocese every month). This is why small rural churches are disproportion-
ately disadvantaged in the current race for sustainability, we do not ‘look’ like we are 
successful’, so much of what we do simply cannot be measured or assessed, but here is 
something we can learn from the parables Jesus tells of seeds and sowers. Unlike the 
world in which we live where those who have wealth and power or aspire to get it are 
keen on big shows of their status or influence, where successful lives are carefully chore-
ographed and staged for the media God’s business often goes on unseen, often hidden 
and sometimes indirect. Seeds sown in the dirt and muck of the world, covered, under-
ground, take root and grow where no one can see them through a force none of us can 
detect or control.  Small things, insignificant things grow into significant and life-giving 
things at God’s hand. 
And, the seeds are planted where a harvest has already grown and been reaped, the soil 
turned and rested and then sown again. Seasons come and go, some for planting, others 
for growing, others for reaping and some when we just rest and the land rests also. 
This is exactly what church is like and this is exactly what ministry in our parishes is 
like. 
And these parables tell us something a bit more specific. 
 

We have a job to do. We are called to sow seeds by our words and our deeds, and this 
will probably involve getting our hands dirty.  
 

We may not always see the results of our labours, but that does not mean there aren’t 
any, we don’t get to choose the time scale on which this process takes place, that is 
God’s business.  
 

In our lives there will be time for this, it may well not be every day, but it will always be 
a task which waits for us as seasons come and go. 
 

And it leaves us with questions to ponder and work through: 
 

Are we ready or frightened of change? 
 

Are we ready for the group beneath our feet to be turned, shifted, and ploughed anew?  
 

What sort of seeds will we scatter? We are in charge of what we do and how we act, and 
it matters. We get to choose each day what part we want to play in God’s plan for the 
world. 
 

In our lives and the life of the church not every season is the same over and over again, 
some will be but also some will require a different sowing. Then there will be times to 
pause, take stock of previous harvests, and consider what we do next. It may be a time to 
do nothing, to let the land we have charge of rest or it might be a time to plough up the 
land, shake things up and get ready for a new and different crop. 
 
Does that all sound a bit metaphysical? Well, that’s parables for you. 
 
God bless. 
Rev Marc 
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Meets in St James the Great Church, Talaton 
At present we are unable to rehearse as normal,  
we will be back when we can. Watch this space! 
Meanwhile thank you to those who use the Church Car Park, 
for your patience on Wednesday Evenings. 
For more details contact Emma Palmer  
01404 823083 or empal1@icloud.com 

mailto:empal1@icloud.com


Car, Light Commercial, Servicing, 
Pre-MOT’s, Bodywork. 

2 Silverleigh 
Talaton 
Exeter 
EX5 2RB 
01404 822784 

Talewater Works 
Talaton 
Exeter 

EX5 2RT 
01404 851043 
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R & R Services (Devon) Ltd 

Landscape Design & Construction. 
 

Established for 17 Years 
We are an experienced local firm offering an efficient, reliable 

and personal service at competitive rates. 
 

 Hard & Soft Landscaping  Water features   Concreting   Strimming 
 Driveways    Walls     Low Maintenance  Designs 
 Decking    Fencing   Grass cutting    Planting 
 Paving     Pergolas   Excavation   Ponds 
 Patios      Paths    Garden Maintenance 

 

Commercial and domestic - We arc fully insured 
 

Contact - Richard Edwards for 
Free Estimates & Advice 

 

Tel: 01884 266841 
Fax:  01884 266842 

Email: info@randrdevon.co.uk 
Four Oaks, Miry Lane, Kentisbere,  

Nr Cullompton EX15 2HA 

www.randrdevon.co.uk 
R & R Services (Devon) Ltd  
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TALATON PARISH HALL 
100 CLUB 

 

The draw for June was made on the 5th by Clare Melbourne 

 

The winners were: 

 

 1st  No 53. Pam Weston  £50 
 2nd  No 06. Mike Courtney  £25 

 3rd  No 36. Martin Mitchell  £10 
 

There are currently TWO numbers available at present should anyone be 
interested in joining.  Should anyone be interested in joining please phone 
Steve Spratt on 01404 822461 or e-mail stevespratt@btinternet.com 
Annual Subscription is still £12. 
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Rainfall at the Cobblers & Parish Hall 100 Club 

Rainfall at the Cobblers in Talaton during May 2021. 
 

May began unsettled and cold.  By mid-May there were frequent rain/
hailstorms and with low pressure in place for many days it became 
windy as well as wet.  The last days of the month were dry and much 
warmer. 
 

Here in Talaton I measured 6.96 inches of rain, almost as much as the to-
tal rainfall of 8.71 inches for the last 4 months! From the 7th to the 25th 

there was only 1 dry day (24 hours).  During the whole month there was 
10 days without rain, 6 of which were in the last week of the month. 
 

The UK mean temperature was 1.3C lower than the usual, making this 
May the coldest since 1996. The South West of England had well over 
double its usual rain making it the wettest May since 1862!!  The highest 
temperature was recorded on 31st at Kinlochewe in Scotland with 25.1C.  
The lowest of -6.1C was recorded at St Harmon in Wales on 2nd of May. 
On the 21st 103mm or 4.12 inches of rain fell at Mickleden in Cumbria in 
24 hours!! 
 

The total rain fall for the year in Talaton is 15.67. 

 
ANNE BOLES 

mailto:stevespratt@btinternet.com
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 FUNDRAISING FOR CARE BAGS FOR 
LOCAL CANCER PATIENTS. 

 
A heartfelt huge thank you to everyone who has bought Cream teas, 
cakes, plants etc to raise funds for me to purchase the care bags. Together 
a grand total of £378 has been raised so far. 
 
Cream teas & cakes delivered to your door are still available. Please give 
a minimum of 2 or 3 days notice. 
 
All are £5 each & the cream/ savoury teas include tea bags & paper nap-
kins.  
 
* Cream tea (Two scones, cream & jam)  
 
* Savoury tea (Two cheese scones, cheddar cheese, chutney & grapes)  
 
* Cakes choose from: Tea bread, Victoria sponge, lemon drizzle, 8 fruity 
flapjacks, 8 chocolate cupcakes or coffee sponge. 
 
Thank you again. 
Lyndsey 
Telephone 01404 850831 or 07964836429 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR FORCE CANCER CHARITY 
AT CADHAY GARDENS. 

THURSDAY 2ND SEPTEMBER 2-5PM. 
 
Enjoy a wander around the beautiful gardens at Cadhay followed by a 
Sweet Treat or Savoury Tea. 
 

There will also be a family garden trail, tombola, book stall, raffle & plant 
stall. 
 

FREE ENTRY. 
 

For more details phone Lyndsey on 01404 850831 or 07964836429. 



______________________Page 18 

 

Tel:       01404 812233 

Email:      fairmilecattery@aol.com  

Website:  www.fairmilecattery.co.uk 

* UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP * 

• Visit & appreciate both the 
superior facilities and the 
quality service we provide 
& see why our customers 
keep returning to us! 

• Awarded 5-Star***** by 
the local licensing authority 

• Don’t forget to keep your 
cat’s vaccinations up to 
date - check now! 

mailto:fairmilecattery@aol.com
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Find out more about The Talaton Produce Association type the link below: 
http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx
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The Granary 
 

Sleek single storey 
self-catering property 

 

Wheelchair and dog friendly 

Two en-suite bedrooms 
Private garden with pond 

 

Gold award from Visit Devon 

VisitBritain gold award 
Gold member of Green Tourism 

National Accessible Scheme 

member 
 

Charlie and Julia Hutchings 
Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
granary@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

http://www.larkbeare.net
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Larkbeare Grange 
 

Luxurious bed & breakfast 
 

Our ethos – to do the simple 

things well and always to 

exceed expectations 
 

VisitBritain gold award 

Taste of the West best B & B 

Rural Business Awards 

Gold member of Green Tourism 
 

Charlie, Julia and Joanna Hutchings 

Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
stay@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

mailto:stay@larkbeare.net
http://www.larkbeare.net


Call Richard  

  Tel:  01884 266841 

  Fax:  01884 266842 

Email: info@randrdevon.co.uk 

www.randrdevon.co.uk 

Kentisbeare, Nr Cullompton. 

R & R 
Trees Services 

FELLING / RESHAPING / REDUCTIONS 

PRUNING DANGEROUS AND HUNG UP WORK 

PLANTING AND ADVICE / EMERGENCY WORK 

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

SUPPLIES OF SEASON LOGS AND WOOD CHIPS 
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Providing Personal Care services in your home 

 

Other services offered include 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing 

Shopping, Driving to appointments 

Chaperone 

 

NVQ qualification in lead adult care 

Insured all DBS checked 

Shelley 

Spry 

 
Unit 6 Lees Meadows, 

Talaton, EX5 2SG 

Email: info@talevalleycare.co.uk 

Mobile: 07873 240459 

Tale Valley Care 

Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 01404 47566 

Email simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Recycling Centre 

The Bowd, Sidmouth 

Summer 

(Apr  -  Sept) 

Winter 

(Oct  -  Mar) 

Monday  -  Friday 9:00  -  5:00 9:00  -  4:30 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00  -  6:00 10:00  -  4:30 

Open all year round (Except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 
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Advertisements 

Talaton Parish Council 
Meeting Dates for 2021 

 
July 7th at the Parish Hall 

Meetings will be at 7.30pm in Parish Hall 

mailto:info@talevalleycare.co.uk
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Tel: 01404 823550  Mobile: 07880 797613  www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk 

2020-2021 ADVERT CHARGES 
Do you want to advertise in the 
Calendar? 
  
If so please contact the Editor 
  
Annual rates are; 
Quarter page    £48 
Half page     £82 
Whole page   £110 
  
Good value considering there are 
280 Monthly copies delivered free 
of charge through every letter box 
in the Parish. 
  
By advertising you are helping The 
Calendar to maintain its quality 
And Its service to the Community 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Otter St Mary District Help Scheme   01404 813041 

The Coleridge Medical Centre    01404 814447 

Ottery St. Mary Hospital     01404 816000 

Hall Booking Secretary (Phil Deacon)  01404 822300 

Police (to report a crime – non urgent)  101 

Talaton Inn       01404 822214 

Talaton Community Shop & Post Office  01404 822084 

Parish Priest (Marc Kerslake)    01404 822525 

Talaton Calendar Editor (Simon Spencer)  01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Production (Arnie James)  01404   47566 

Clerk to the Parish Council (Denise Main)  01884 277356 or 

         07714 442289 
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Local Information 

Talaton Community Shop  
& Post Office Opening Times 

 
Shop Post Office 

 

 OPEN         CLOSE     OPEN  CLOSE  

Mon 9.00  -  1.00         

Tues 9.00   -   1.00            

Wed 9.00  -  4.00     2.00  4.00   

Thurs 9.00   -   1.00            

Fri 9.00  -  1.00          

Sat 9.00   -   1.00            

Sun 10.00      12.00             



______________________Page 27 

News from Talaton Community Shop 



Talaton 
Community Shop 


