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TALATON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Please find below the list of names and telephone numbers of your current Parish 
Councillors for Talaton. Should you have matters to raise please feel free to con-
tact one of them. You are also reminded that the first part of any Parish Council 
Meeting is an open forum for all residents to air their views. 
 

Denise Main (Parish Clerk)    01884 277356 / 07714442289 
Patricia Lenehan (Chairman)   01404 822890 
Gerry Hawkins (Vice Chairman)   01404 822267 
Linda Harris      01404 822059 
Andrew Peters     07855 452695 
Mike Gray      07944 893313 
Tom Samson      07979 876211 
Richard Bos      01404 822556 
 

Philip Skinner (East Devon District Councillor) 01404 822855/07971 289677 
Email: pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 

Devon County Councillor - for Whimple & Blackdown 
Iain Chubb       01297 35468/07932 459595  
Email: iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 
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Information 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 

• Andrea Down Farm co-ordinator    Tel 01404 823042 
 

• Jan/Andy May West end & Central   Tel 01404 822526 
   Talaton Inn to Lower Westcott Farm  
   (TalatonNHW@gmail.com)   

 

• Steve Spratt Woodmans     Tel 01404 822461 
    Woodmans Orchard and Orchard Hill  
 
 

• Chris Harwood The Moor     Tel 07709 080439 
    Talaton House to Laurel Cottage  
 

• Becky & Phil Everett Newtown;     Tel 01404 823292 
     Moorhayes Court to Railway Cottages 
 

• Sarah/Laurence Wood  Lashbrook Rd  Tel 07756 957452 
      Rydon Farm to Ivy Cottages   
 

• Philip Higginson Talewater    Tel 01404 850758 
     Talewater Hill Farm to River Tale  
 

• Bob Abraham  Escot     Tel 01404 823347 
     Beacon Cottages to Fairmile 
 

• Douglas May  Larkbeare    Tel 01404 823051 
     Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Grange 

mailto:pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk
mailto:TalatonNHW@gmail.com


WE’RE BACK!!!!!  Did you miss us???? Did you get the e mailed ver-
sion? 
 
We have a new distribution system with 9 people replacing the 
wonderful Rosemary, and we will always be grateful to her for her 
persistently wonderful delivery service. 
 
Another lock down, how lovely.  We do it seems to have a lovely 
new road through Larkbeare at last.  Congrats to all who badgered 
Devon County to do it, from the mess it was for so many years. 
 
The Hall works are now complete and we have a Hall that will be 
again a pleasure to use.  It is probable that we will not reopen till the 
spring next year subject to COVID issues prevailing. 
 
More national changes in the Covid saga, continue with severe re-
strictions up North.  So frustrating for all their businesses. Hope and 
pray for a vaccine soon, and that most of what we know and have 
used in High Streets, can survive.. 
 
The Post Office is now sadly gone along with its very useful service 
with Jo, and we have a new service replacing 
see Shop details. 
 
Hope you all are well and keeping safe in these 
trickey times. 
 
Editor - Simon Spencer 

Next Deadline is 10
th

 January 
March issue is 10

th
 February 2021 
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Editorial 
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St James the Great 

Our church is opened daily for quiet contemplation and prayer 

and for those who just wish to enjoy its peace.  It is sanitised 

every night for our safety, thanks to Tom Samson and there is a 

bottle of hand sanitiser in the porch for your use on the way in 

and out.  Face masks/visors must be worn within the church. 

 

Please let the relevant church warden know that you intend to 

attend a particular service, so that he/she is able to plan the 

seating. 

 

It is understandable that many in our congregation may feel it is 

too risky to attend a service in person, so the extra good news is 

that Rev. Marc is continuing his services on Youtube - From the 

Curate’s Study and/or The Curate’s House and his short talks 

entitled Wondering Wednesdays mid week, and for children, 

Kid’s Club. 

 

If you do not have access to a computer :- 

Every Thursday 9am   join the Morning Prayer Service  based 

on Celtic Daily Prayer (Northumbrian Community) and Daily 

Prayer ( Church of England)  via a telephone conference call. 

Details from Pam Weston on 822864. 

 

Covid19 has not gone away.  Circumstances will change and 

with that new parameters will be set.  Notices of altered services 

will be posted on line, in the church porch and the Community 

Shop. 

 

Keep safe, keep looking after each other and God Bless 
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Talaton Toddlers 

Get Together 
Fridays 4th and 18th December 2020 

  

The aim of the Get Together is to offer Parents with Babies and Toddlers  
a chance to meet in friendship. 

The Get Together meets twice each month on the FIRST and THIRD 
Friday from  

10.30-12noon in the North Aisle Room of the Church of St James the 
Great, Talaton 

EX5 2RL or if weather permits out on the Church Green. 
Please bring your own drink but Cake is provided.   There is no charge. 
When inside keep your distance but please wear a mask and 

bring a flask. 
Invitations are given out each month to those families known to the 

Church; details are displayed in The Community Shop and in issues of The 
Link and Talaton Calendar. 

The contact for Talaton Toddlers is Peppi Shaw 01404 822482.  Email:  

peppiashaw@gmail.com 

http://slcbookboy.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/penguins.gif


TALATON PARISH HALL 
100 CLUB 

 

The draw for November was drawn on the 10th November 
By Mr D Lunn 
 

The winners were: 

 1st.   No 59. Mr J Loxton.  £20 

 2nd.  No 20. Mrs V Boles.  £10 

 3rd.   No 16. Clare Melbourne. £  5 
 

There are TWO numbers currently available.  Should anyone 
be interested in joining please phone Steve Spratt on 01404 
822461 or e-mail stevespratt@btinternet.com  Annual Sub-

scription is still £12. 
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Talaton Parish Hall 100 Club & Rainfall 

Rainfall at the Cobblers in Talaton during 
October 2020. 

October began with Storm Alex so we had strong winds and a lot of rain 
and the first frosty nights of the winter.  In the first 4 days of the month I 
measured 60 mls. or 2.4 inches of rain!  The middle part of the month was 
more settled, but with the arrival of storm Barbara it became again wet 
and windy.  The Met office said it was a little colder than normal and for 
the greater part of the UK, it was a dull and wet month, with 142% of av-
erage rain and only 72% of average sunshine. London had 200% more 
rain than usual! 
 

Writtle in Essex had the highest recoded temperature of 19.1C on the 8th 
and Tyndrum in Perthshire had the coldest day -33C on 13th.  127ms or 
over 5 inches of rain fell in 24 hours at a place called Fetlercairn in Scot-
land on the 4th. 
 

Here in Talaton I measured 168 mls. or 6.72 inches of rain, there were 8 
days with no rain and our yearly total now stands at 34.3 inches. 
 

ANNE BOLES 

mailto:stevespratt@btinternet.com
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Fitness classes for the young at heart 
Mondays 10:00am Feniton Village Hall 
Thursday  9:30am Talaton Parish Hall 

£4 per class - all welcome 
Deborah 07986 173481 

Come and support your 

local Pub 

 

For more information on 

opening times  

 

watch the noticeboards 

outside. 

 

We do not have as many tables in 

the pub due to Social distancing.  

Check we have room. 

 

No Christmas Day Lunch this 

year, but we will be offering 

Christmas Day takeout – For 

more details see Noticeboards. 

 

Stay safe. 

Jan & Maria 

“Instead of sending Christmas 
cards to our friends locally we are 
giving a donation to Devon Free-
wheelers and wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and 
healthy 2021. Charlie, Julia & Jo-
anna, Larkbeare Grange“  
 
 
With best wishes 
Charlie and Julia Hutchings 
Larkbeare Grange 

 
T: 01404 822 069 
M: 07762 574 915 
www.larkbeare.net  
 

 

 

http://www.larkbeare.net/


PLEASE FILL THIS SPACE 
Do you want to advertise in the Calendar? 

 

If so please contact the Editor 
 

Annual rates are for this Half page is 
£82 for a year 

 

By advertising you are helping The Calendar to maintain its 
quality and its service to the Community 

 

Good value considering there are 280 Monthly copies  
delivered free of charge through every letter box in the Parish. 
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Meets in St James the Great Church, Talaton 
At present we are unable to rehearse as normal,  
we will be back when we can. Watch this space! 
For more details contact Emma Palmer  
01404 823083 or empal1@icloud.com 

mailto:empal1@icloud.com


Car, Light Commercial, Servicing, 
Pre-MOT’s, Bodywork. 

2 Silverleigh 
Talaton 
Exeter 
EX5 2RB 
01404 822784 

Talewater Works 
Talaton 
Exeter 

EX5 2RT 
01404 851043 
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Advertisements 



R & R Services (Devon) Ltd 

Landscape Design & Construction. 
 

Established for 17 Years 
We are an experienced local firm offering an efficient, reliable 

and personal service at competitive rates. 
 

 Hard & Soft Landscaping  Water features   Concreting   Strimming 
 Driveways    Walls     Low Maintenance  Designs 
 Decking    Fencing   Grass cutting    Planting 
 Paving     Pergolas   Excavation   Ponds 
 Patios      Paths    Garden Maintenance 

 

Commercial and domestic - We arc fully insured 
 

Contact - Richard Edwards for 
Free Estimates & Advice 

 

Tel: 01884 266841 
Fax:  01884 266842 

Email: info@randrdevon.co.uk 
Four Oaks, Miry Lane, Kentisbere,  

Nr Cullompton EX15 2HA 

www.randrdevon.co.uk 
R & R Services (Devon) Ltd  
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The following are major items from the minutes but a full copy of the minutes 
may be viewed on both Parish Noticeboards and on the Parish Web site 
www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

A Remote Planning Meeting was held on Wednesday 23rd September 2020  
 
To consider Planning Application 20/1266/FUL - Wildwood Wildlife Park 
Escot  Park - These amendments relate to Provision of additional information 
relating to the  proposed overheard walkway, decking and ponds. Also, the provi-
sion of further  arboriculture details and other supplementary information. Re-
vised application  description to read “Construction of Bear enclosure, including 
the erection of a building  for use as a Bear pen, the creation of 2no. ponds, the 
provision of a keeper escape area,  and the construction of decking and an aerial 
walkway” -following consideration the following response to be sent to EDDC, 
proposed by Cllr Samson, seconded by Cllr  Lenehan – The PC stands by its orig-
inal decision and comments as the newly submitted documents do not change 
what they saw during the site visit. The Councillors feel they do not have the tech-
nical knowledge or expertise to comment on the Method Statement and will leave 
it up to EDDC who have the greater knowledge and expertise on the arboreal and 
other technical matters. 
 
Matters of Urgency – items not on the agenda to be discussed at the Chairman’s 
discretion 
1. Letter received from a resident re the priority given to certain roads for repair. 
The resident is concerned about damage being caused to his property by the state 
of the road. Highways have indicated that there may be an underlying problem 
causing the damage to the road which needs to be addressed before the repairs can 
be carried out.   The PC to look into the matter further and find the root cause of 
the problem which is damaging the road. Letter to be sent to the resident explain-
ing what action is being taken. 
2. Letter from Resident re gateway at Larkbeare and response from the landowner.  
The PC take on board the landowner’s points re the gateway always existing and 
while it may not be a planning matter there are serious concerns over the road 
safety aspect as the gateway is blind coming from both directions. The matter to 
be referred to EDDC.  
 
A Remote Meeting of the Parish Council was held on Wednesday 7th October 
2020 
 
To discuss arrangements for Grant Giving Evening - Due to Covid restrictions 
the public Grant Giving Evening will not take place this year. Grant Applications 
can be submitted by email and for this year the PC will vote for the awarding of 
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Talaton Parish Council Report Cont’d 

the Grants.  Notice to go in the Calendar and on the various noticeboards. 
 
Parish Maintenance: Items requiring attention including updates – The Chair-
man will write to the CEO of South West Water regarding the problem of the 
water which is causing the problems with the road outside the shop and Inn. 
Highways are willing to fix the road but only once the water problem has been 
fixed. 
 
Items for information only or discussion on the next agenda-Defibrillator- 
checks completed; the yearly allocation for sandbags has been made and Cllr 
Hawkins has kindly agreed to collect them; there have been no PC Drop-ins due 
to Covid however a notice to go in the Calendar asking residents to email any 
comments or concerns to the PC  
 
A Remote Meeting of the Parish Council was held on the 4th November 2020 
 
Correspondence or verbal communications: 
 Church Lane- there had been a report of the lane being very slippery due to fall-
en leaves and acorns. Cllr Lenehan thanked Cllr Samson for very quickly clear-
ing the lane to make it safe.  After checking with DCC it was ascertained that the 
lane comes under Highways.  
Change to recycling centres- several recycling centres are now accepting electri-
cal items for resale.  
               
Items of late correspondence 
Planning -Talewater Mill- Flood Assessment report. No additional comment to 
be submitted 
 
Parish Maintenance: Items requiring attention including updates – Potholes at 
Rydon Cottages and on the way to Blue Anchor have been reported. The fallen 
branch near Beacon Cottages had been cleared promptly by Highways. 
Issues to be reported to Highways- 
Pothole- middle of the road opposite the Moor 
Pothole – middle of the road near junction at Newtown Corner 
Pothole – top of Moor near water metre 
Drains blocked – up from Primrose Bank 
Drain blocked – Lashbrook corner 
Drain blocked – Lashbrook corner on right hand side before Railway bridge 
Drain Blocked – Newtown near between noticeboard and 30mph sign near rail-
way bridge Cllr Lenehan to draft letter to SW Water and send to Cllr Samson. 
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Find out more about The Talaton Produce Association type the link below: 
http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx 

Many thanks to all 23 member families who returned our 
postal AGM voting/questionnaire/comments slip.  Your 
votes represent more members than we usually have at our 
AGMs in the Parish Hall.  Full details will be sent out to 
you, but in the meantime congratulations to Richard Bos 
and Alan Franklin.  You have been voted unanimously onto 
our committee.  Welcome aboard 
Sadly Nickie Bitschi resigned from the committee.  One of 
the longest serving and certainly the most knowledgeable 
member of the committee, she will be sorely missed.  Our 
stall at the How D’Ye Do will never be the same again, like-
wise our plant stalls.  C’est la vie.  Thank you so much, 
Nickie.  Enjoy your retirement! 
All members have received their Dobies catalogues and 
hopefully have begun ordering.  The discount goes on until 
August 2021, but some seed supplies might get sold out if 
you delay. 
 
Back to the garden…. 
Jobs to do include  -  pruning apple and pear trees  
 planting bare root trees and shrubs,  
 planting rhubarb and garlic, 
 digging over bare ground and adding well rotted 
  organic matter 
 harvesting leeks, root crops and winter brassicas 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx
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Try not to tidy your garden too much, leave homes for in-
sects and seed heads for birds.  You will be rewarded with 
lots more activity on your patch.  Redwings have already re-
turned to my holly trees.  A good sign Christmas is on its 
way.  Fieldfares, their larger 
cousins should be coming too.  
They love apples even more than 
our blackbirds do and will really 
appreciate those windfalls left 
under trees. 
Don’t forget to leave some water 
out for birds and other wildlife. 
If you have a spare moment, 
why not wander round your garden and count the different 
plants which are still flowering.  Do the same in the New 
Year.  You might be surprised how many you can find and 
they will all be good for visit-
ing insects apart from just 
looking good! 
 
Be assured we will organise 
events as soon as the govern-
ment gives us the go ahead 
next year.  In the mean 
time… 
 
Don’t forget to check out Jim 
Buttress’s tips on our web-
site. 
 
Happy Gardening, Happy 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 
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Tel:       01404 812233 

Email:      fairmilecattery@aol.com  

Website:  www.fairmilecattery.co.uk 

* UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP * 

• Visit & appreciate both the 
superior facilities and the 
quality service we provide 
& see why our customers 
keep returning to us! 

• Awarded 5-Star***** by 
the local licensing authority 

• Don’t forget to keep your 
cat’s vaccinations up to 
date - check now! 

mailto:fairmilecattery@aol.com
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Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 01404 47566 

Email simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Recycling Centre 

The Bowd, Sidmouth 

Summer 

(Apr  -  Sept) 

Winter 

(Oct  -  Mar) 

Monday  -  Friday 9:00  -  5:00 9:00  -  4:30 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00  -  6:00 10:00  -  4:30 

Open all year round (Except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Talaton Parish Council 
Meeting Dates for 2020 / 2021 

 
Dec 2nd 
Jan 6th 
Feb 3rd 

 
All meetings will be held remotely at 7.30pm via Zoom 

 

Members of the public are welcome to join the open 
public forum at the beginning of each meeting. 
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Advertisements 

You can also find items For-sale on 
the Talaton Talk Facebook Page 
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Advertisements 

The Granary 
 

Sleek single storey 
self-catering property 

 

Wheelchair and dog friendly 

Two en-suite bedrooms 
Private garden with pond 

 

Gold award from Visit Devon 

VisitBritain gold award 
Gold member of Green Tourism 

National Accessible Scheme 

member 
 

Charlie and Julia Hutchings 
Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
granary@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

http://www.larkbeare.net
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Larkbeare Grange 
 

Luxurious bed & breakfast 
 

Our ethos – to do the simple 

things well and always to 

exceed expectations 
 

VisitBritain gold award 

Taste of the West best B & B 

Rural Business Awards 

Gold member of Green Tourism 
 

Charlie, Julia and Joanna Hutchings 

Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
stay@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

mailto:stay@larkbeare.net
http://www.larkbeare.net


2020-2021 ADVERT CHARGES 
Do you want to advertise in the Cal-
endar? 
 
If so please contact the Editor 
 
Annual rates are; 
Quarter page    £48 
Half page     £82 
Whole page   £110 
  
Good value considering there are 
280 Monthly copies delivered free 
of charge through every letter box in 
the Parish. 
  
By advertising you are helping The 
Calendar to maintain its quality 
And Its service to the Community 

Call Richard  

  Tel:  01884 266841 

  Fax:  01884 266842 

Email: info@randrdevon.co.uk 

www.randrdevon.co.uk 

Kentisbeare, Nr Cullompton. 

R & R 
Trees Services 

FELLING / RESHAPING / REDUCTIONS 

PRUNING DANGEROUS AND HUNG UP WORK 

PLANTING AND ADVICE / EMERGENCY WORK 

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL 

SUPPLIES OF SEASON LOGS AND WOOD CHIPS 
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Providing Personal Care services in your home 

 

Other services offered include 

Cleaning, Washing, Ironing 

Shopping, Driving to appointments 

Chaperone 

 

NVQ qualification in lead adult care 

Insured all DBS checked 

Shelley 

Spry 

 
Unit 6 Lees Meadows, 

Talaton, EX5 2SG 

Email: info@talevalleycare.co.uk 

Mobile: 07873 240459 

Tale Valley Care 

mailto:info@talevalleycare.co.uk
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Tel: 01404 823550  Mobile: 07880 797613  www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk 
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News from Talaton Community Shop 



Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Otter St Mary District Help Scheme   01404 813041 

The Coleridge Medical Centre    01404 814447 

Ottery St. Mary Hospital     01404 816000 

Hall Booking Secretary (Phil Deacon)  01404 822300 

Police (to report a crime – non urgent)  101 

Talaton Inn       01404 822214 

Talaton Community Shop & Post Office  01404 822084 

Parish Priest (Marc Kerslake)    01404 822104 

Talaton Calendar Editor (Simon Spencer)  01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Production (Arnie James)  01404   47566 

Clerk to the Parish Council (Denise Main)  01884 277356 or 

         07714 442289 
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Local Information 

Talaton Community Shop  
& Post Office Opening Times 

 
Shop Post Office 

 

 OPEN         CLOSE     OPEN  CLOSE  

Mon 9.00  -  1.00         

Tues 9.00   -   1.00            

Wed 9.00  -  4.00     2.00  4.00   

Thurs 9.00   -   1.00            

Fri 9.00  -  1.00          

Sat 9.00   -   1.00            

Sun 10.00      12.00             



Talaton 
Community Shop 


