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The Coronation is one of the biggest events this year and happens in early May. De-

tails of the program for the day are herein, and next month as well. It wil be a day to 

remember.  Don Stocking has provided his recollections on his attendance at the 

Queens Coronation in 1953. 
 

With a lot of planning, and much new support, Village Day is planned to return this 

year on Saturday June 3rd .  Please refer to the following pages for details of the event 

and the direct help that will be needed to make a full success of the Day.  Please vol-

unteer, there are many things that are needed before, during, and after  the Day.  

Thanks go to Kat Blockley and her team, and the return of Village Day is much antici-

pated.  More details next month. 

 

Pete Jackson passed away this month and our condolences go to Jane and the Jack-

son family at this sad time. 

 

Editor - Simon Spencer 

Next Deadline is 10
th

 April 2023 

June issue is 10
th

 May 2023 
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Editorial 

The local charity TRIPcta 
Presents 

Quiz Night 
in 

Talaton Village Hall 
on 

Saturday 22nd April at 7.30pm 
Tables of 6 at £8 per head. 

 

Tickets will be available from the TRIP office at 
29-31 New Street, Honiton EX14 1HA or Book by phone on 01404 46529. 

Sharing platters will be provided as well as a Raffle. 
 

TRIPcta provides transport using volunteer drivers to take clients to medical appointments either locally or to 
Exeter or further afield.  We also operate a door to door easy access minibus for people of all ages who are rurally 
isolated or have limited mobility.  The service providers shopping trips as well as longer outings and days out at 
weekends.  The driver will help carry the shopping into the house.  TRIP Wheels, provides wheel-chair friendly 
and easy access transport taking less mobile people to medical and social appointments. 
 

TRIP Befriending service provides companionship and support for anyone who is isolated and lonely.  We pro-
vide a lunch HUB In Talaton on the 3rd Tuesday of each month providing a welcoming tea or coffee and biscuits 
as well as a lunch and finishing off with afternoon tea and cake.  We support the clients with entertaining activi-
ties both mentally and physically.  The money raised from the Quiz Night will go and support our activities at 
these events. 
 

Please contact me on 01404 46529 for further details or clarification.  



TALATON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Please find below the list of names and telephone numbers of your current Parish 
Councillors for Talaton. Should you have matters to raise please feel free to contact 
one of them. You are also reminded that the first part of any Parish Council Meeting 
is an open forum for all residents to air their views. 
 

Christine McIntyre (Parish Clerk) 01404 814128\clerk.talatonpc@btinternet.com 
 `Per Ardua`, 3 Katherines Lane, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1FB. 
Patricia Lenehan (Chairman)   patricialenehan.talatonpc@outlook.com 
Gerri Hawkins (Vice Chairman)  01404 822267 
Andrew Peters     07855 452695 
Karen Walker     karenwalker.talatonpc@gmail.com 
Mike Gray     07944 893313 
Richard Bos     01404 822556 
Sarah Wood      sarahwood.talatonpc@outlook.com 
 

Philip Skinner (East Devon District Councillor) 01404 822855 / 07971 289677 
Email: pskinner@eastdevon.gov.uk 
 

Devon County Councillor - for Whimple & Blackdown 
Iain Chubb      01297 35468/07932 459595  
Email: iain.chubb@devon.gov.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 

• Andrea Down Farm co-ordinator    Tel 01404 823042 
 

• Jan/Andy May West end & Central   Tel 01404 822526 
   Talaton Inn to Lower Westcott Farm  
   (TalatonNHW@gmail.com)   

 

• Steve Spratt Woodmans     Tel 01404 822461 
    Woodmans Orchard and Orchard Hill  
 
 

• Chris Harwood  The Moor    Tel 07709 080439 
     Talaton House to Laurel Cottage  
 

• Helen & John Reeves Newtown;     Tel 07501 172012 
  Moorhayes Court to Railway Cottages Email: newtownNHwatch@gmail.com 
 

• Sarah/Laurence Wood  Lashbrook Rd  Tel 07756 957452 
      Rydon Farm to Ivy Cottages   
 

• Philip Higginson Talewater    Tel 01404 850758 
     Talewater Hill Farm to River Tale  
 

• Carol & Mike Needham Escot   Email: tnhw.escot@yahoo.com 
      Beacon Cottages to Fairmile 
 

• Douglas May   Larkbeare   Tel 01404 823051 
      Beacon Cross to Larkbeare Grange 
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ROBOT Group on the Warpath! 

It’s not often that you would see a group of robots on the road to Dorset 
but back in February that’s exactly what happened when a dozen Retired 
Old Boys of Talaton set off in convoy for the Bovington Tank Museum. 
 

Set off in convoy? Yes. Alas we didn’t finish exactly in convoy due to a 
slight navigational error on the part of one vehicle. Still, they did see 
Piddlehinton, Puddletown and Shitterton en route and not many people 
can claim that.  
 

The Tank Museum? Marvellous. David Hirt had made all the excellent 
arrangements which included a guided tour. This was provided by a very 
knowledgeable and interesting young man – bit flash but very good! It 
was an excellent tour enshrining the history and evolution of the tank 
from early  first world war one monsters – that got stuck nose up or 
down in the trenches – up to the latest technology laden beasts. It’s hard 
to believe that anyone would volunteer to serve in a tank, confined to a 
cramped, hot, noisy vibrating metal box, shaking in all directions at high 
speed. An extra pleasure would be , having lost a track, sitting in this 
sardine tin, immobilised and being a sitting target. I suspect it was not 
always a voluntary posting. 
 

Finally, the inevitable shop with 

all sorts of attractive toy tanks and 
associated paraphernalia. Not en-
tirely convinced that one or two of 
our group were really buying “for 

my grandchild “ but overall, an 
excellent trip, great company and 
we all managed to find the correct road home.   
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Commemorative Lilies 

will once again be in  

Talaton Church this Easter 

If you would like to buy one in memory  

of a friend or relation  

please put their name on the list in  

Talaton Community Shop 
  

by Tuesday 4th April 

The cost will be £4  



Talaton Toddlers 
Parents and Babies Get Together 

Either within the Church in the North Aisle Room 
or if weather permits OUTSIDE on the Church Green 
bring your own chair and drink but wherever we are  

cake is provided 
Good Friday 7th and Friday 21st April 2023 

10.30am – 12noon 
Join us in friendship 

RSVP 01404 822482 email: peppiashaw@gmail.com 
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St James the Great 

Services 
 

April 7th   Good Friday Last Hour Service 2.00pm 
April 9th  Easter Day,  Holy Communion 10.00am   followed by refreshments 
April 16th  Morning Worship   10.00am 
April 23rd   Morning Prayer BCP   10.00am 
 

Midweek Coffee 
The next coffee morning is on 
Wednesday 12th April  -  10.30am until noon. 
All welcome. 
Come for a chat and some good company in the North Aisle Room. 
 

Bishop’s Palace: The Secret Garden  -  2nd April  2.00 until 4pm 
This is a rare chance to walk around this tranquil 3 acre garden in the heart of 
Exeter and the shadow of the Cathedral.  Full of spring bulbs, it is home to some 
notable trees, the Luccombe Oak and  a tree with a face, to name but two! 
It is open to raise funds for the Devon Historic Churches Trust, a trust which has 
generously helped our church out in the past. 
 
Entrance £4.00   children free 

http://slcbookboy.files.wordpress.com/2013/12/penguins.gif
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Advertisements 

The Granary 
 

Sleek single storey 
self-catering property 

 

Wheelchair and dog friendly 

Two en-suite bedrooms 
Private garden with pond 

 

Gold award from Visit Devon 

VisitBritain gold award 
Gold member of Green Tourism 

National Accessible Scheme 

member 
 

Charlie and Julia Hutchings 
Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
granary@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 

http://www.larkbeare.net
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Find out more about The Talaton Produce Association type the link below: 
http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx 

This is the first time that the committee has been able to apologise 
for postponing our February talk.   Our speaker will be back, but in 
the mean time we send our very best wishes to him.  Please get in 
touch  on 822 864 if you bought tickets and have not been refund-
ed.  Or keep your tickets until Dr Mick Street is able to return. 
Hopefully many of you enjoyed David Ushers Talk on 31st March.  
( If this Calendar has come out early, you may still be able to enjoy 
it! ) that sounds surreal, but you know what I mean. 
Getting back to gardening: 
 
I hope your spring bulbs have been inspirational and have not been 
wrecked by weather or slugs.  At the time of writing this, my snow-
drops are past their best, but their seed boxes are swelling nicely.  
If you want to encourage your snowdrops to multiply, now is the 
time to dig them up and separate the clumps.  Make sure you 
plants them at the same level as they had been growing and plant 
them straight away. 
 
Don’t be too hasty to tidy your daffodils and other spring bulbs. 
When they have finished flowering, just deadhead. The leaves 
make food which fattens the bulb and you will then have a better 
display next year. 
 
Cherry and plum trees can be pruned once their leaf buds have 
opened. 
 
Sow annuals such as Nigella, single flowered marigolds, oregano 
and borage to attract insect.  Continue to sow beetroot, carrot, rad-
ish, summer cauliflowers, spring onions, peas and perpetual  
spinach. 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/Core/Talaton-TC/Pages/Produce_1.aspx
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Don’t be too enthusiastic or should I say, impatient, planting out 
tender crops and bedding plants yet.  We may still have frosts to 
catch us out. 
 
Potato in a Bucket     Challenge for young gardeners. 
There is still time to plant a potato in a very large pot 
or old bucket (with drainage holes).  If you are under 16 
and up for a challenge hurry to the Community Shop 
and get your free potato and information sheet .  Just 
ask for a competition potato.  If they have all gone, ask 
the shop to phone Pam on 822 864. 
 
Harvests will be judges at the Annual Show on the first Saturday in 
August.  Then you can eat what you have grown.  They will taste 
better than any shop bought spuds. 
 
Our Next Event 
A trip to      REGENCY HOUSE, HEMYOCK 

Saturday  15th April 
A 5 acre plantsman’s garden approached across a little 
ford. 
Interesting and unusual shrubs,and trees; walled garden, 
fruit garden, lake, ponds, bog plantings and sweeping 
lawns.  Horses, dexter cattle and Jacobs sheep 
 
This promises to be the best garden we have yet visited, and it is so 
close we need no expensive coach.  We are booked in for the after-
noon from  2pm until 5pm, including homemade teas on the ter-
race. 
Booking and payment  at Talaton Community Shop by 7th April 
Entry £6 for adults , children free.          Plus £6 for the teas 
Transport will be car share.  Meet in the Talaton Inn car park ready 
to leave at 1.30pm 
When booking please say if you are willing to car share/ need a lift.  
We will be the only group visiting.   
Please Google 
www.countrylife.co.uk/gardens/regency-house-hemyock 
the photos are stunning, really inviting .  (at time of writing I have 
no permission to print) 

http://www.countrylife.co.uk/gardens/regency-house-hemyock
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Talaton Parish Council Report 

The following are major items from the minutes but a full copy of the 
minutes may be viewed on both Parish Noticeboards and on the Parish Web 
site www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
REPORT BY THE DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  
EDDC Cllr Skinner provided an update of EDDC`s activities including being 
investigated for alleged bullying and staff resigning; planning applications at 
Hawkchurch re solar energy battery storage system; housing allocations; sewage 
and South West Water accountability. Cllr Skinner was thanked for his report 

TO FURTHER DISCUSS PLANS FOR THE CORONATION CELEBRA-
TIONS AND CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL`S SUB-COMMITTEE 
MEMBERSHIP 
It was confirmed that the councillors on the Council`s Coronation Sub-Ctte, were 
Cllrs Lenehan, Woods and Walker.  The Clerk was a committee member but in 
the capacity of a member of the public.  The celebrations would be a Council 
organised event, to satisfy insurance requirements. The Clerk had ascertained 
that the Council`s current insurance policy would  cover the event (with no in-
crease in premium) subject to a Special Events form being completed.  A lot of 
progress had been made.  A meeting had been  held on 9th February  and a fur-
ther meeting was planned for Friday 3rd March.  
 
PLANNING ITEMS 
i. To consider  Application - Ref. No: 23/0261/FUL – Mrs E Pascoe, Moor Farm, 
Talaton. EX5 2RF – Conversion of a barn to a one bedroom dwelling 
This was a resubmission of application reference 22/1909/FUL, which had been  
approved in November 2022. The re-submitted application revised the car park-
ing and surface water attenuation location and set out additional site landscaping. 
There was no change to the dwelling proposed. The Council RESOLVED i. to 
support the application and ii. that it`s previous comments re application 
22/1909/Ful would apply to this application 
 
 
 ii. To consider Application – Ref. No: 22/2561/LBC – Dr Rafik Taibjee, Stoney 
Court, Talaton.  Exeter. EX5 2RJ - Install on shed 1 3no. solar PV; shed 2 4no. 
solar PV and shed 3 6no. solar PV on side east elevation.  
A site visit took place on 25th February.  The Council RESOLVED to support 
the application as the proposed works would help to maintain the integrity of a 
valuable listed building and also make the building sustainable 
    
PARISH MAINTENANCE: ITEMS REQUIRING ATTENTION AND UP-
DATE ON ITEMS REPORTED 

http://www.talatonparishcouncil.co.uk/


Dan Wood DCC`s Highway Officer advised of the following:-  
i.He had  put Talaton forward under the parish remark scheme, in the new finan-
cial year, (this would be  for any white line remarking’s etc).  
ii. In regards to the Larkbeare erosion he had  put forward the haunch for clean-
ing, this should then allow the water not to pond, meaning the pothole repair 
would  last longer. However it was reported that the pothole repair now needed 
urgent attention. (The Clerk to report the issue) 
iii. He  attended the site regarding the cracking on the footpath outside the Tala-
ton Inn.  He advised that it would not be considered to be  a safety defect in ac-
cordance with DCC`s  policy and therefore he would  not be taking any immedi-
ate further action. 
 
The following were also reported by councillors:-  
i. The overgrown hedges at Wildwood and opposite Hillside, had now been 
trimmed back 
ii.The signpost at Newtown Corner was pointing the wrong way and required to 
be re-sited and properly secured.  The Clerk to report the issue 
iii.The road was deteriorating at Woodmans Hill and towards the Talaton Inn.  
The pothole outside Cllr Bos`s house was deteriorating further and now required 
urgent attention.  (The Clerk to report the issue again). 
iv.Cllr Peters had now planted the hedge beyond the cottages at the Beacon. The 
Chairman on behalf of the Council wished to express her thanks to Cllr Peters for 
carrying out this work 
 
TREE WARDEN(S) VACANCIES  
It was AGREED that information about the role be included in the Calendar  
 
MINOR WORKS VOLUNTEER(S) 
The Chairman advised that the  DCC Chapter 8 training for two parishioners had 
expired (this enabled them  to close the road for a previous Village Day).  How-
ever volunteers who would be willing to clear weeds, clean signs, clean drainage, 
cut grass, repair finger posts, cut hedges, or manage verges for wildlife would 
only need to carry out an on-line  DCC`s Highways Safety Awareness Course 
 
ELECTIONS UPDATE  
The Clerk advised of the following:- 
i.There was a pre-election webinar for candidates on 7th March from 12 noon – 
1pm. Details had already been sent to councillors but could be re-sent 
ii.Purdah commences on  27th March until 4th May and the implications  of  hold-
ing the annual parish meeting during this period had been notified to all council-
lors 
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Car, Light Commercial, Servicing, 
Pre-MOT’s, Bodywork. 

2 Silverleigh 
Talaton 
Exeter 
EX5 2RB 
01404 822784 

Talewater Works 
Talaton 
Exeter 

EX5 2RT 
01404 851043 
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EAST DEVON DISTRICT AND PARISH COUNCIL 

ELECTIONS 4TH MAY 2023 
 

TALATON PARISH COUNCIL BACKS NATIONAL CAM-
PAIGN URGING RESIDENTS TO BECOME PARISH 

COUNCILLORS TO MAKE A CHANGE 
 

Talaton Parish Council supports a national campaign encouraging residents to 
stand in the local (parish and town) council elections. 

The Make A Change campaign by the National Association of Local Councils 
(NALC) calls on people from all backgrounds and experiences who are pas-
sionate about their local area to put themselves forward. 

Talaton Parish Council is urging enthusiastic and engaged members of the 
community who want to make a long-lasting change, have innovative ideas or 
have concerns about a specific issue to stand as councillors for the opportunity 
to make a real difference. 

The work Talaton Parish Council does is very rewarding. An integral part of a 
councillor's role is engaging with local people, groups and businesses to deter-
mine their needs, making decisions on the services and projects the council 
should take forward, and getting involved to ensure services meet the commu-
nity's needs. 

Find out more about the local elections and how to become a councillor: 
www.nalc.gov.uk/makeachange or speak to the Parish Clerk Mrs Christine 
McIntyre on 01404 814128 / email:-  clerk.talatonpc@btinternet.com 
Nomination packs can be obtained by contacting the Clerk or by copying and 
pasting the following into your computer browser and printing off a nomination 
pack 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/tsieh13j/nomination-pack-parish-council-
election-new.pdf 
 

Applications must be made in hard copy format as on-line applications are not 
accepted 
 
District councillor elections will also be taking place on the same date 
and if you wish to apply,  nomination packs can be obtained by copying 
and pasting the following into your computer browser and printing off a 
nomination pack https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/scemnvyd/nomination-pack-
district-council-election.pdf 
 

Please note that all nominations must be hand delivered between 10.00am and 

4.00pm from 27
th

 March until 4
th

 April 2023 to the Returning Officer, Blackdown 

House, Border Road, Honiton, EX14 1EJ  

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/makeachange
mailto:clerk.talatonpc@btinternet.com
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/tsieh13j/nomination-pack-parish-council-election-new.pdf
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/tsieh13j/nomination-pack-parish-council-election-new.pdf
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/scemnvyd/nomination-pack-district-council-election.pdf
https://eastdevon.gov.uk/media/scemnvyd/nomination-pack-district-council-election.pdf


 

PARISH COUNCIL 

DROP IN SURGERY 
 

Saturday 
29th April 2023 

10:30am Till 12 noon 
 

Come Along and meet your Councillors 

and have a chat on a one to one basis 

On any subject you wish 
 

At the Parish Hall 
 

Tea and coffee will be served 
 

It may be useful to give warning of any de-

tailed question to the Clerk 
 

Mrs Christine McIntyre(Parish Council Clerk) 
3 Katherine’s Lane, Ottery St Mary, EX14 1FB 

Telephone: 01404 814128 or  
Email: clerk.talatonpc@btinternet.com 
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A New Old Tradition 
In mid-January at Talaton, East Devon, the weather was dry and the villlagers met at the 
Talaton Inn to begin their wassail. This was the first time in our knowledge that Talaton 
has held a public wassail - certainly in recent history. The wassail at the next village of 
Whimple is a well-established tradition held on old Twelfth Night each year with a pro-
cession around local orchards; Talaton was not looking to rival this event. The Talaton 
Wassail was in many ways a last-minute event this year and came together in a pleasing 
fashion. 
When we realised we had a local event cancellation so Otter Morris would be available 
to dance, a quick wassail wish list was drawn up and we went about constructing the 
event. It wasn’t entirely certain we’d manage to run the event but in such a community 
it’s always heart-warming to experience how things can come together when everyone 
has a will and is so generous with their time. 
First on the list was apple trees. Which trees would we wassail and how could we put 
together a village procession were the questions. The church has trees as do many private 
gardens in the village. The residents of Stoney Court, Ty Rowley and Rafik Taibjee of-
fered their hospitality and Lizzie Pridmore approached the church of St James the Great 
so a procession route was agreed starting at the The Talaton Inn. We would need some-
body to officiate and bless the wassail, Lizzie took this role and organised the blessing 
and collection of apples for the ceremony whilst Anissia Halwyn organised the toast we 
needed to take to the trees. 
Next, a song, surely we needed our own song? There are so many wonderful wassail 
songs but we wanted something with a Devon connection. Kat Blockley had written a 
wassail inspired by Devon apple varieties so this song become the Wassail for Talaton, 
East Devon. The song references Devon cider apples Slack-Ma-Girdle, Crimson Queen, 
and Devon Quarrenden. We are very grateful for Becky Springall and the members of 
Tale Valley Choir who joined us in such fine voice to bring it to life.  
And what about wassail royalty? Arwen Springall and Eira Halwyn along with their fam-
ilies designed and wore wonderful outfits including splendid headgear inspired by the 
hedgerow and lanterns to light the way. They learned their verse to recite at each tree we 
blessed and the villagers and band joined to create the noise required to wake the trees 
and clear the air. 
It was clear that a procession isn’t much of a procession without a processional tune so 
this was on our wish list too. Jon Springall kindly considered what might be an appropri-
ate tune. ‘The Triumph’ was selected from the playing of Fred Pidgeon and was played 
with vigour by local musicians and members of the Otter Morris band as the procession 
moved between venues. 
As the list progressed, a central element of the wassail was not yet in place – the cider. 
We are most grateful to Jill Courtney and Courtneys of Whimple for their donation of 
local Devon cider and apple juice for our toast and to Ty and Rafik for creating such 
tasty, mulled drinks with it.  
To help us create the required song and dance once Lizzie had blessed the wassail, Otter 
Morris gave us a good send off from the Talaton Inn with their dance ‘Honiton Lacemak-
ers’ which is danced to ‘The Triumph’ and they also danced at the church. As we re-
turned to the Talaton Inn after wassailing the trees, East Devon’s Otter Morris danced 
Brimfield at the door before the pub opened and the joyful procession of wassailers 
crowded in to warm at the fire. We sang a last rousing Wassail before the folk session 
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with regular musicians from the Tale Valley Sessions began. 
The wassail turned out to be a resounding success and was well attended by villagers so 
we’re encouraged to run it again next year as a ‘new old tradition’ earlier in January. A 
warm and grateful ‘thank you’ is extended to everyone listed above, Maria and Jan at the 
pub and all those who attended and who made the wassail such a joy. We wish everyone 
a fine harvest and a prosperous year, Wassail! 
 

Kat Blockley 
 
The song: 
Wassail! Wassail! 
We sing all over town, 
With our apples tawney, red and gold, 
the best you ever found. 
With our Slack Ma Girdle and Crimson Queen, 
our Quarrenden to name a few, 
We'll wish you all prosperity, 
with our jolly, jolly Wassail. 
 
The leafless trees we'll travel between 
Over hill and over dale 
Our wassail bowl we'll pass around 
And bravely we'll regale 
The leafless trees we'll travel between 
Each orchard bare we'll sing and shout and dance about 
to clear the air and bless the fare 
As we join our jolly wassail. 
Chorus 
 
We'll drink to health and wealth each year 
Together tread this well-worn trail 
For harvest fine we'll spread good cheer 
Tradition never stale 
We'll drink to health and wealth each year 
Good fortune we will never spare and 
bring to share the amber liquor gold and rare 
So you join our jolly wassail. 
Chorus 
 
Raise a glass to everyone here 
Gather round with cider and ale 
Toast another plentiful year 
And harvest without fail 
So raise a glass to everyone here 
May all your trees grow blossom fair and apples bear 
beyond compare no baskets spare 
When you join our jolly wassail 
Chorus 
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June 1953 
 

My experience of the late queen’s coronation 

 

For the coronation Middlesex Grammar Schools were allocated places on the 

Victoria Embankment to watch the procession. My Grammar school were al-

located some spaces. The spaces were allocated to pupils by drawing lots. I was 

lucky enough to get one of the places for my school year. 

 

On the day we had to be at school early and were taken up to Westminster on 

a London Transport double decker bus. We were dropped off some way from 

the embankment and walked to our  allotted places on the fabricated terracing 

by the Thames. I remember it was raining so was glad I had a pack a mac. 

While we were walking there was a sudden cheer from the crowed, we learnt 

that this was because word was spreading (no mobile phones then) that Ed-

mund Hillary and Sherpa Tensing had reached the summit of Everest. 

 

When we were in our position we waited patiently for the procession. There 

was sporadic outbreaks of singing patriotic songs. When the procession even-

tually came it was an amazing spectacle, soldiers, sailors, airmen, bands all in 

their finery, then the carriages with the dignitaries. I particularly remember 

Queen Salote of Tonga as her carriage was open despite the weather, she 

looked amazing. Then the coronation coach with the soon to be crowned 

Queen Elizabeth, fantastic experience. 

 

As the procession was to return from the Abbey by a different route as soon as 

it had passed, we returned to our bus and back to school. When I arrived 

home, I found our house packed with family and neighbors. My father had 

bought a television (black and white 12 inch screen), the front room was 

packed as everyone watched. I was just in time to see the crown placed on the 

queens head. 

 

After the ceremony was over my aunt and uncle took my cousin and I up to 

Buckingham Palace where we saw the Queen come onto the balcony and 

wave. There was a massive crowd. 

 

We Georgians had become Elizabethans  

 

Donald Stocking  

March 2023 
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Tel: 01404 823550  Mobile: 07880 797613  www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk 



TALATON PARISH HALL 
100 CLUB 

 

Please find below the draw for March 2023 
 
The draw for the March took place on the 6th drawn by Gerry 
Hawkins 
 
The winners were: 
 1st  No.45. Kate Cordwell.  £20 
 2nd  No.97. Simon Jones.  £10 
 3rd  No 23. Gerry Hawkins  £  5 
 
There are currently THREE Numbers available at present should 
someone is interested in joining.  Please phone Steve Spratt on 
01404 822461 or e-mail stevespratt@btinternet.com 
Annual Subscription is still £12. 
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Rainfall at the Cobblers/Parish Hall 100 Club 

Rainfall at the Cobblers in Talaton During February 
 

This February certainly did not live up to it’s nick-name, ’February fill 
Dyke’ as we been have told by the Met Office that it was the driest Febru-
ary for 30 years. It was quite mild month in spite of the frosty spells at the 
beginning and end of the month. The Met Office reported that the mean 
average was above the average by 1.7C and Scotland and Ireland were 
even milder. 
 
Rainfall was well below the average with less than 45% of the usual rain 
over much of the UK.  A maximum temperature was recorded in Per-
shore in Worcestershire on 17th of 17.2C and the lowest of -8.5C at Tulloch 
Bridge in Inverness-shire on the 27th. 
 
Here in Talaton we had 23 days with no rain, 9 nights of frost and a total 
of 12.50mms or 0.48 inches of rain in the whole month. This merger total 
brings up our total for the year to 4.32 inches! 

 
ANNE BOLES 

mailto:stevespratt@btinternet.com
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H O N I T O N 

 
Learn, live, laugh 

April sees the start of a new season of illustrated talks at The Beehive organised by Honi-
ton u3a. There is a wide variety of subjects to appeal to all tastes, and visitors are very 
welcome to attend.  
 

On April 19th, David Follet will be talking about how he turned tragedy to triumph, fol-
lowing a serious road accident in 2007 which left him with a spinal cord injury. He now 
represents England at Para Badminton and is ranked 22 in the world and number 1 in 
England. 
 

On May 17th, Robert Hesketh will be sharing his knowledge of what he describes as an 
eclectic selection of the “Weirdest buildings in the West Country.”  
 

June 21st sees former vet Stephen Powles talk about his life as “The Countryside Detec-
tive.” Having changed careers, Stephen has spent his new life pursuing his lifelong pas-
sions of photography, filming and conservation.  
 

July 19th’s talk is entitled. “Treading The Wards” by Lottie Dale. A former nurse, who 
also completed 1200 jumps as a parachutist and skydiver, Lottie says she really wanted to 
a pilot. Her humorous talk describes her experiences and adventures at Bart’s Hospital in 
London in the early 1970s.  
 

She promises that her talk will take listeners beyond the bedpan, “From Carry on Nurse 
to Oooh Matron.” 
 

All talks take place at The Beehive, starting at 2 p.m. Doors open at 1.30 p.m. Visitors 
are welcome in return for a donation of £2. 
 

Honiton u3a is for like-minded people in their third age who come together to share crea-
tive, leisure and learning activities. As it celebrates its 30th Anniversary year, Honiton 
u3a is looking forward to welcoming new members to enjoy the range of opportunities it 
offers.  
 

Honiton u3a offers a wide range of interest groups, including walking groups, Current 
Affairs Discussion, Music, reading groups, Play Reading, Wine Tasting, and History. 
Membership costs just £10 per year. 
 

A spokesperson said: “Honiton u3a is a great place to meet new friends, to share activi-
ties and to learn together.” 
 

To find out more about Honiton u3a and how to join, go to the website: u3asites.org.uk/
honiton 
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Advertisements 



Larkbeare Grange 
 

Luxurious bed & breakfast 
 

Our ethos – to do the simple 

things well and always to 

exceed expectations 
 

VisitBritain gold award 

Taste of the West best B & B 

Rural Business Awards 

Gold member of Green Tourism 
 

Charlie, Julia and Joanna Hutchings 

Larkbeare, Talaton EX5 2RY 

01404 822 069 
stay@larkbeare.net 

www.larkbeare.net 
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Email: arnie@talatoncalendar.com (Text copy) - Tel : 01404 47566 

Email simons@talatoncalendar.com (Editorial & Advertising) - Tel : 01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Contact us 

Recycling Centre 

The Bowd, Sidmouth 

Summer 

(Apr  -  Sept) 

Winter 

(Oct  -  Mar) 

Monday  -  Friday 9:00  -  5:00 9:00  -  4:30 

Saturday & Sunday 10:00  -  6:00 10:00  -  4:30 

Open all year round (Except Christmas Day, Boxing Day & New Year’s Day) 
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We will ring as many bells in Talaton Church for as many 

services as is possible  
Please contact Chris Trimmer 01404 850831 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2023 
 

April 5th 
Annual Parish Meeting 26th April 

 

May 3rd 

 

May - Annual Meeting of the Parish Council TBC 
June 7th 
July 5th 

September 6th 

October 4th 

November 1st 

December 6th  



2022-2023 ADVERT CHARGES 
Do you want to advertise in the 
Calendar? 
  
If so please contact the Editor 
  
Annual rates are; 
Quarter page    £48 
Half page     £82 
Whole page   £110 
  
Good value considering there are 
280 Monthly copies delivered free 
of charge through every letter box 
in the Parish. 
  
By advertising you are helping The 
Calendar to maintain its quality 
And Its service to the Community 
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Tel:       01404 812233 

Email:      fairmilecattery@aol.com  

Website:  www.fairmilecattery.co.uk 

* UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP * 

• Visit & appreciate both the 
superior facilities and the 
quality service we provide 
& see why our customers 
keep returning to us! 

• Awarded 5-Star***** by 
the local licensing authority 

• Don’t forget to keep your 
cat’s vaccinations up to 
date - check now! 

mailto:fairmilecattery@aol.com


Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Otter St Mary District Help Scheme   01404 813041 

The Coleridge Medical Centre    01404 814447 

Ottery St. Mary Hospital     01404 816000 

Hall Booking Secretary (Phil Deacon)  01404 822300 

Police (to report a crime – non urgent)  101 

Talaton Inn       01404 822214 

Talaton Community Shop & Post Office  01404 822084 

Parish Priest (Marc Kerslake)    01404 822525 

Talaton Calendar Editor (Simon Spencer)  01404 822778 

Talaton Calendar Production (Arnie James)  01404   47566 
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Local Information 

Talaton Community Shop  
& Post Office Opening Times 

 
Shop Post Office 

 

 OPEN         CLOSE     OPEN  CLOSE  

Mon 9.00  -  6.00         

Tues 9.00   -   6.00            

Wed 9.00  -  6.00     2.00  4.00   

Thurs 9.00   -   6.00            

Fri 9.00  -  6.00          

Sat 9.00   -   1.00            

Sun 10.00      12.00             
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News from Talaton Community Shop 



Talaton 
Community Shop 


