The Budleigh Salterton to Yettington Round.
	Map OS Explorer 115 – Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

4 – 51/2  hours

About 12 miles

Grade: A lengthy but very varied walk with some beautiful off road green lanes and tracks. Excellent views.


Having parked in the car park by the sea at Budleigh Salterton exit via the kiddies play park and bearing right follow the footpath sign to White Bridge – you will not go this far. Follow the small but interesting little river, taking time to cast a look back over the cricket ground and beyond. 

Turn left on the road and on reaching the main road cross carefully and drop down into a small lane. Bear right under the old brick arched bridge and move right uphill. Just before the main road move left along the track and left again before the house gate. This is a very overgrown but magic little track – watch the nettles on bare legs and arms! Stay on this track, crossing two minor roads (at the second one move a short way down hill to find the continuation of the track on the other side of the road. Bit of a gate and string!!)  and so into East Budleigh. The track meets a road and you bear left beside Wynards Farm (opposite the school). Pass through the farmyard and follow the distinct wide track uphill (looks like a favourite track of the cattle!) and over the “cross-tracks” (as opposed to a cross-road). Having passed several metal gates and having followed the edge of the woods for about 200 metres look for a footpath sign to the right. Move uphill through the coniferous forest – seem like a lot of warning signs of “beware”, “do not” etc but you are fine on the public footpath, just a bit of a possessive landowner! Pass a slightly dejected looking cottage on your left and follow the open field edge down the lane to meet a minor road. 

Cross over and follow the public footpath for some distance to meet the road. Right here and then left at the fork. Pass through Yettington and up the hill. At the edge of the woods on your right take the Public Bridleway to the right and curve left (good blue PB sign) skirting open land but staying just in the woods. Finally, the track climbs steeply to meet another track (opposite a wooden gate).

Turn right and follow this track a very short distance into the open then left along the edge of the wood with open common to your right. At the time of writing there is significant evidence of a forest fire having passed this way –possibly gorse burning that went astray.  Look for a small pool down to your left but return to your path. Move on but look for an opening down to your left and pass over a small footbridge. Keep curving to the right and emerge on a better stony track. Move right and emerge on to a minor road. Left and then right into Stowford. Pass Stowford Farm on your left look for a track off to your right using a small footbridge to cross a stream. (Look for a bit of a sad memorial in the hedge on your left – frequently overgrown but on round stone memories of Our Mum. It’s been here a long time now and the prunus in the hedge was only a couple of feet high when set.) Now just enjoy the incredible leafy track until you emerge at cross roads where you move straight across into Colaton Raleigh.

You hit the main road just above the Otter Inn- could be worth a stop but then cross over and follow the public footpath beside the Inn until you meet the road. Right and follow the road all the way through the village passing the Church and interesting thatched wall. Move on to the public footpath at the end of the road and follow it down to the banks of the river Otter and then… follow the river all the way back to the Budleigh Salterton car park – possible stopping off at Otterton Mill for a cream tea. ! 
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