Ottery St. Mary Health & Care Team.

Meeting held on 18th January 2011

1. The Rev’d Simon Franklin had attended a conference run by the Dying Matters Coalition, whose mission is to “ Support changing knowledge, attitudes & behaviour towards death, dying & bereavement, & through this to make ‘living & dying well’ the norm “.   Following a video & a presentation by Simon, members discussed issues involved with helping people to prepare for end of life.   An awareness week is planned from 16th – 22nd May 2011.

2. Sarah Dent, Hospital Manager, reported that alterations had been made to the treatment rooms & storage area at Ottery Hospital& funding has been received to refurbish the reception area.  The shop is no longer open so the space will be used as a base for volunteer stewards.  All 24 beds are occupied.   There have been 3 new appointments, a deputy matron, a housekeeper & a team leader for Rowan & Linden.     Regular X-Ray sessions are held on Tuesdays & Thursdays – appointments can be made within 2 days, with results reported within a week.  G.Ps can now view their patients X-Rays on their computers.  There is a full complement of physios & O.Ts.

3. The Memory Café has restarted & on average one new patient & carer come to each session.  It is hoped that the move to the Cricket Club can be made when refurbishments are completed.

4. The Ottery St. Mary Help Scheme is very busy & has some new volunteers.

5. Dr. Tim Cox reported that Dr. Simon Kerr is the Lead in the Coleridge Practice negotiations for a consortium of 350,000 patients including those in Exmouth, Woodbury, Budleigh, and Exeter & Mid Devon. The Coleridge Medical Centre is designated as a Pathfinder Practice.  The next stage is for guidelines to be given – hopefully in the next few weeks.   Concern was expressed that community hospitals might not be included in the remit, but local G.Ps. would oppose any such moves.

        Date of Next Meeting 19th April 2011.

        Sue Harwood.

